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HABITAT I, II, III

1. Habitat versus habits.

2. UN HABITAT versus urban habits.

3. Urban place and urban human being.

4. Form, function, identity of a place.

4.1  Urban planning, urban regeneration

4.2. Public and private developers

4.3. Identity, genius loci, terroir



HABITAT I, II, III

HABITAT I, Vancouver 1976: rapid urbanisation; public
investment, private investment

HABITAT II, Istanbul 1996: „City Summit“, sustainable
development (1987: Our Common Future, Brundtland
Report); (new) states and (old) cities reports

HABITAT III, Quito, 2016: climate change goals; multi
stakeholder partnerships; „make cities and human 
setlements inclusive, safe and sustainable“



2. Urban Development

Three main principles of the urban development of the
City of Ljubljana:

1. Urban planning and urban regeneration

2. Public and private developers: the equilibrium, the
dynamic balance

3. Identity, genius loci … terroir



Urban Planning

1. Urban Regeneration (Urban Renewal) is the
condition, Public Private Partnership Šmartinska 2. 
Architectural and Urban Planning Competitions, 

3. Urban and Urban Planning: the Academic
Discipline, the Interdisciplinary Activity, the
Licensed Profession

4. Slovenia: Town and Spatial Planning
Association of Slovenia - DUPPS, Chamber of
Architecture and Spatial Planning of Slovenia
(ZAPS),

5. EU: European Council of Spatial Planners, 

6. Politics, Urban Development Policy, Profession



Development Circle

1. Developer (public, private, public-private)

2. Land owner

3. Financier (e.g.: NLB, EIB, EBRD, OTP …)

4. City Administration, (land management, town

planning, infrastructure …); City Council.

5. Architect, Enginer … 

6. Prospective buyer and prospective lessee

7. Special interest groups, e.g. NGO‘s



Genius Loci

1. Important for both, Urban Planning and for

Architecture

2. Analysing, understanding and action towards

environment, territory, urban fabric, social 

space, economic forces, cultural heritage, 

history … and much more

3. Very good compromise or added value?

4. Genius Loci versus Terroir



European
Union

ESPON
European
Spatial 
Planning 
Observatory
Network



EU MEGA, Metropolitan European Growth
Area



1. The Company: The Regional Development

Agency of Ljubljana Urban Region, Ltd. (RRA 

LUR).

2. The Project: „Public Transport in the

Ljubljana Urban Region“, started 2008, 

finished 2010. 

3. The Content: RRA LUR and municipalities

are implementing the project through regional

public transport scheme, (project is financed

from EU, national and municipal funds – 26 

municipalities in the region).

Ljubljana Urban Region, NUTS 3



Cras fringilla magna quis neque 
commodo non mattis odio

Ljubljana – Regional P&R System

No.      Name                            Capacity

Source: Public transport in the Ljubljana Urban region, Regional Development 

Agency of the Ljubljana Urban Region, Ljubljana, 2010, pp. 118. 

[ISBN 978-961-92857-1-8] 



Land Use Plan (7,4 mio Euro, 2007-2010)

Source: Municipal spatial plan of the city of Ljubljana – Implementation (Official gazette of the Republic of Slovenia, No. 78/2010, 9/2013 + amendments and changes)



Planned EU Green Capital 2016

1. Safeguarded by the Municipal Spatial Plan, 

green areas represent three quarters (75%) of 

all the City’s territory;

2. Ljubljana boasts an UNESCO heritage site, 4 

landscape parks, extensive protected forests

and nature reserves, as well as Natura 2000 

areas, which are in the forefront of the EU 

nature & biodiversity policy, which extend into 

the city centre itself through green wedges and 

along the river corridors.

3. From the green capital point of view, Ljubljana 

is already the „15 minutes city“. 



New pedestrian zones: 10 hectars, 620% 
more than 2007, 2012 European Prize for
Urban Public Space



Ljubljana – Slovenska Street Shared Space, 
(started as temporary project!) 



Partnership Šmartinska

1. Letter of intent: signed 21st May 2007
2. 2007/08: international town planning competition; 

City Municipality of Ljubljana, ZAPS, ECTP-CEU; 
winner: Hosoya Schaefer Architects, Zürich

3. July 2010: Strategic Spatial Plan and Land Use 
Plan 

4. Crystal Palace, BTC investment, opened 2011
5. Hotel Radisson Blue, Zlatarna Celje, opened 2011
6. Municipal detailed land use plan: Velana - Kolinska, 

2012
7. Žito area: starting the Municipal Detail plan, 2018
8. „Urban IKEA“ project – 2016, finished 2020





1. Strong political leadership, two mandates  

2. Professional city administration 

3. Urban regeneration: the condition

3. Dynamic balance: public and private interest

5. The city has to be the developer 

6. Managing the process from the vision through 

plan and sectoral strategies to the projects.

7. Environmental Impact Assessment, Social 

Impact Assessment, Economic, Impact 

Assessment)   

Seven conclusions
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