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• The healthy city is no longer an island city: Redesign with nature, around as well as inside 
the city :
- from the «Island City» to the «City Region» and > scale, to «bio-region» (as natural ecosystem)

- Integrated urban sustainability (Integrated Sustainable Urban Development Strategies)

• New Challenges in post economic+COVID Crisis: Urban needs & vulnerabilities and new 
governments models in the city-region (formal and informal)

• Revisiting old traditions: Garden cities, Higienism… (Cerdá, 1867; Howard, 1898;  Geddes, 
1915…) in a New World (Megalopolis, Slums, Glocal, ITCs, Green & Blue Economy…)

• Foster a better quality of life and human well-being (from GDP to Inclusive Wealth Index 
–IWI-), by providing a high quality environment in which to live and work; healthy cities + 
natural & cultural heritage conservation
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• Natural and non natural; also in urban spaces: NBS + Ecological Restoration

• GI provide nature benefits /ecosystem services for humans: Protect against climate 
change’s associated environmental risks/disasters (alleviating floods, storing carbon, 
preventing soil erosion) and urban heating

• Improve biodiversity, by re-connecting nature areas and increasing the mobility of 
wildlife across the wider landscape.

• GI as basic framework (scheme/territorial matrix) and point of departure for future
land development and new land uses: GI FIRST

• Encourage Smart Development: more integrated/coherent/systemic approach for 
Spatial-Regional/Urban Planning

3. GI FOR 

SPATIAL - URBAN 

PLANNING

4. GOVERNANCE 

CHALLENGES



2. GREEN INF. 

UNDERSTANDING
1. PRELIMINARS

5. GREEN CITIES: 

PATTERN – PROJ.

6. FINAL 

REMARKS

3. GI FOR 

SPATIAL - URBAN 

PLANNING

4. GOVERNANCE 

CHALLENGES

SUMMARY OF MAIN

BENEFITS PROVIDED BY GI AT

DIFFERENT SCALES

Source: 
GRETA ESPON Project 

Final Report, 2019.
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• LINKED URBAN & REGIONAL PLANNING (ATHENS CHART, 1933)

Greater London Plan (Abercrombie, de 1944) / Copenhague Fingerplanen (Copenhagen Technical Office for Regional Planning, 1949) 
/ The Netherlands Green heart (Groene Hart) (first referencie in 1958, a government policy was adopted in 2003 to preserve it).

• GI: NOT A LEGAL/NORMATIVE TOOL… BY NOW

• TRADITONS/STYLES OF PLANNING

1. PRELIMINARS
4. GOVERNANCE 

CHALLENGES

   

J. Farinós-Dasí

3 DECISION EXAMPLES ABOUT

OPEN SPACES PROTECTION

THROUGH PLANNING: LONDON

GREENBELT; COPENHAGUEN

GREEN WEDGES; THE

NETHERLANDS GROENE HART

Source of images: Paül, V. & 
Hernández, M. (2022)
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Sources: VAN DER VALK, 
A. & FALUDI, A. (1997) & 
HTTPS://ALCHETRON.CO

M/GROENE-HART

Source: HUR (2006)

Sources: GANTA, R.L.; ROBINSONB, G.M. & FAZALC, S. (2011); 
HTTPS://CPREKENT.ORG.UK/NEWS/LONDON-GREEN-BELT-MAP-LAUNCHED/
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COMPREHENSIVE 

APPROACH;

NOT ONLY 

‘GREENWASHING’
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GOAL 11.7: BY 2030, ENHANCE INCLUSIVE AND

SUSTAINABLE URBANIZATION AND CAPACITY FOR

PARTICIPATORY, INTEGRATED AND SUSTAINABLE

HUMAN SETTLEMENT PLANNING AND

MANAGEMENT IN ALL COUNTRIES. https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal11
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1.Urban activity in the consolidated city and the objectives of sustainable development 
(the right to the city and citizen welfare as guiding principles of urban intervention)

2.A new sustainable adapted to climate change: the role of peri-urban green and 
agricultural spaces:

- New urban-rural relationships (overcoming ‘urbanocentrism’):

- City adaptation to climate change (need for an urgent adaptation of our cities and 
territories to these to reduce the risks to the population and heritage),

3. The quality and sustainability of the urban environment and the improvement of 
energy efficiency are key aspects of the territorial and urban regeneration, 
revitalization and rehabilitation processes
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4. Beyond Building Environment Planning: Urban planning, like other disciplines such as 
Geography, Economics, Law and Political Science, aspires to become a tool for ‘proximity 
and  liveable city’, and for local development.

5. Properly regulate the economic-financial viability of the plan and urbanization or 
urban regeneration processes + Evaluation mechanisms (essential monitoring of the 
effects of the plans and impact assessments)

6. New theoretical and instrumental framework for effective and practical urban planning 
in the 21st century: Ecosystemic urbanism  by introducing nature in the city (SBN); 
reduction of compulsory mobility (city of 15', Metropolitan Areas of 45‘)

7. A city with ethics and aesthetics: innovation, the fight against climate change and the 
improvement of design must prevail in the public management of urban planning: green 
transformation, uniting style and sustainability (European Green Pact and New Bauhaus)
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8. NOT ONLY URBAN MORPHOLOGY (‘URBS’)…:

- New Common Spaces: Street width-height ratio buildings, sidewalks, strips of trees, squares, 
corners...; mixed use of the streets: pedestrians, bicycles, scooters, electric motor vehicles, 
biofuels...; and necessary associated logistics - beacons and signs, recharging points ...; also 
fights against the effects of new (climate risks: heating island, floods…)

- New housing models: which materials, sizes, qualifications (social, appraised price, free...); 
adapted to the new health and safety conditions: home automation, bio-climatic 
architecture, against risks; energy efficiency but also thermal, water and food availability: of 
plant covers and cisterns, of urban gardens and use of terraces and balconies...

… BUT ALSO 'CIVITAS‘: In coherence with international agreements (UN Agenda 2030 and 17
SDO); regulations, programs and funds (i.e. Green Pact, Urban Agendas, Leipzig Charter,
Territorial Agenda... at EU level)
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Urban sustainability: Which European cities are competing for the EU Green Capital and Green Leaf Awards? (europa.eu)About the European Green Leaf Award (europa.eu)

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/news/urban-sustainability-which-european-cities-are-competing-eu-green-capital-and-green-leaf-awards-2022-05-24_en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/topics/urban-environment/european-green-leaf-award/about-european-green-leaf-award_en
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