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Outline
• The MSP process in Italy: rules, actors, mechanisms, state of the art

• Main features of the Italian MSP Plans (submitted to the public consultation)

• Focus on the Plan of the Adriatic Maritime area, including main transboundary 
aspects

• Take home messages and reflections 
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https://geoplatform.tools4msp.eu/team/

Research topics

https://geoplatform.tools4msp.eu/team/


Decree n.201/2016 (IT transposition of Directive 2014/89/EU), National MSP Guidelines (DPCM 01/12/2017)
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✓ Effective co-planning process between Central and Regional Administrations 
through the Technical Committee

✓ Scientific Assistance to IT Competent Authority and Technical Committee from 
CNR-IUAV-CORILA

➢ Interministerial Committee (11 Ministries, coordination by Presidency of the Council of Ministers) 

Prepares National MSP Guidelines, evaluates coherence of Plans with Guidelines, monitors the overall MSP 

implementation process

➢ Technical Committee (5 Ministries, 15 Maritime Regions, Observers, Experts)

Prepares the Plans, supports CA in monitoring Plans implementation

➢ Competent Authority (MIT) 

Coordinates the TC, approves the Plans (after consulting the State-Regions Conference), collects and manages data for 

MSP, organises and manages stakeholder consultation, coordinates with other Countries (in collaboration with MAECI), 

interacts with EC, monitors Plans implementation



• Competent Authority:
Ministry of Sustainable Infrastructures and Mobility

• Three parallel processes:
o Adriatic
o Ionian-Central Mediterranean
o Tyrrhenian-Western Mediterranean

• Scope: strategic
• Legally binding
• Timeframe: 2024 -> 2034 (adaptive process through monitoring)
Multi-scalar co-planning process: from Central to Regional / Local administrations

Identify vocations

Maximise
coexistence

Harmonise present 
conditions

Promote future 
visions
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G = Generic use
Areas in which all uses tend to be permitted, with 

specific and reciprocal regulation mechanisms 

defined or to be defined in the context of national and 

international standards or sector plans, in order to 

guarantee safety, reduce and control environmental 

impacts and favor coexistence between uses.

P = Priority use
Areas for which the Plan provides indications of 

priority of use and development, also indicating the 

other uses to be guaranteed or allowed through 

mutual regulations and with the identified priority use.

L = Limited use
Areas for which a prevalent use is indicated, with 

other uses that may be present, with or without 

specific limitations, if and as far as compatible with the 

prevalent use.

R = Reserved
Areas reserved for a specific use. Other uses are 

permitted exclusively for the needs of reserved use or 

except for exceptions and concessions by the person 

responsible or manager of the reserved use.

Specific Objectives

(per Sub-Area)



Mapping MSP input/output data
(SID – Il Portale del Mare - www.sid.mit.gov.it/)
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Contributing to MSP plans harmonization across sea basins 

and EU-MS, in collaboration with TWG «Data for MSP»



Planning Objectives
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Strategic Objectives

Specific Objectives

International / EU / National

Regional / Local

44 Strategic Objectives, on:

3 Cross-cutting Principles
- Sustainable Development
- Ecosystems and Biodiversity
- Landscape and Cultural Heritage

8 Sectors / Themes
- Safety, Security & Surveillance
- Fishery
- Aquaculture
- Maritime Transport
- Energy
- Coastal Defense
- Coastal and Maritime Tourism
- Research & Innovation
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Planning Measures (as submitted to public consultation)

Actions (including studies, analyses, consultations) / Recommendations / Prescriptions / Incentives to promote
identified vocations and coexistence among uses.

Integrative of existing measures (European, National, Regional).

National measures (71 measures, on the 44 Strategic Objectives)

✓ Strategic nature

✓ Valid in the three Areas

✓ Connected with MSFD measures and addressing LSI

Sub-area measures (in territorial waters) (208 measures)

✓ Contribute to Sub-area Specific Objectives

✓ Detail at local scale national measures

✓ Integrate national measures on aspects not directly addressed that are relevant at local scale



Strategic planning of the Adriatic area: subareas 

9 subareas: 6 within coastal waters 
and 3 offshore

Code Denomination Extension (km2)

A/1 Territorial waters FVG 949

A/2 Territorial waters Veneto 3.981

A/3 Territorial waters Emilia-Romagna 2.272

A/4 Territorial waters Marche 3.834

A/5 Abruzzo-Molise territorial waters 3.444

A/6 Territorial waters east Puglia 12.756

A/7
Northern Central Adriatic 

Continental Shelf 11.250

A/8
Central-Southern Adriatic 

Continental Shelf 6.848

A/9
Southern Adriatic Continental 

Shelf 17.590

Total 62.928



86 Planning Units

17 Generic

8 Limited

1 Reserved

60 Priority

Strategic planning of the Adriatic area: planning units 
(as submitted to public consultation)



Sustainable maritime transport

The Adriatic is one of the most important maritime routes from Asia, 
via Suez, to Europe. The Plan promotes the European and regional 
cooperation on maritime transport and multimodality (OS_TM|3), in 
line with regional and sub-regional strategies (e.g., EUSAIR)

It supports the: (i) sustainable growth of the Adriatic ports also 
through the extension of existing cooperation mechanisms, (ii) further 
development of Motorways of the Sea, (iii) integration of maritime 
transport with land transport in the frame of the Trans-European 
Transport Network, (iv) harmonization of the Plan's choices with 
existing international planning tools (e.g. IMO shipping corridors), (v) 
coordinated implementation of  measures to reduce the 
environmental impacts generated by maritime traffic (in line with 
MARPOL, ACCOBAMS).

Maritime transport is a priority for several UPs of Northern and 
Central Adriatic and its importance is remarked in all offshore UPs.

Several measures (8+10), e.g., analysis to identify new areas of spatial 
management of maritime traffic (PSSAs, ATBAs, TTSs) and to 
strengthen existing ones, with the aim of improving their regulation 
and reinforcing conservation actions for marine ecosystems and 
biodiversity.



Protection of biodiversity and natural resources

The Plan supports the transnational cooperation for the  
enhancement, extension and improved connection of 
marine protected areas, in line with the EU biodiversity 
targets at 2030.

Priority on environmental protection is defined for 28 UPs 
overlapping or including really protected areas (MPAs, 
Natura 2000 sites), areas ensuring indirect protection (FRAs) 
and areas of high environmental value (EBSAs).

For each UP, the Plan identifies elements of environmental 
relevance to be considered, e.g.: inconsistent seabed 
habitats in the central-northern Adriatic, hard-bottom and 
sea-bottom habitats in the central south, local emergencies 
(e.g. rocky outcrops), occurrence of iconic species (e.g. 
Caretta c. and Tursiops truncatus).

Diversified set of national-level measures focusing on 
environmental protection and/or tackling connected sectors 
(e.g. fishing or maritime transport).



Sustainable management of fishing

The Plan pursuits the sustainable use of fishery resources, taking 
into account the sustainability of stock exploitation, the protection 
of Essential Fish Habitats (EFH), the mitigation of negative effects 
on the seabed and on non-fished species (bycatch)

The plan incorporates the provisions of the Multi-Year Fishery 
Management plans of the Geographic Sub-Areas GSA 17 and 18. 
GSA delimitation has been considered in the definition of offshore 
subareas (8 and 9)

The Plan recognizes the important role of FRAs for the protection 
of EFH and recovery and protection of fish stocks (e.g. Pomo/Jabuka 
pit and Bari canyon)

Several Plan’s measures on fishery have a transboundary 
dimension: (NAZ_MIS|35) identify, propose and/or strengthen 
multi-level governance systems for fishery, (NAZ_MIS|36) 
Strengthen international dialogue and coordination for the 
management of fishing activities in international waters, 
(NAZ_MIS|37) Support and strengthen the fight against illegal 
fishing



Energy production and distribution

The sustainable management of energy resources and the 
transition towards renewable ones are issues of 
transboundary relevance, to promote consistent choices 
between the two sides of the Adriatic Sea and to strengthen 
the energy distribution networks, coherently with the EUSAIR 
Pillar 2 objectives.

The Plan supports ORE through several objectives and 
measures. E.g. it promotes research, innovation and testing of 
technologies and plants for the generation of energy from 
renewable sources at the sea, in all the three offshore 
subareas, compatibly with the current policies and 
requirements of environmental and landscape protection.

The MSP Plan integrates the provisions of the sector Plan for 
the Sustainable Energy Transition of the Eligible Areas 
(PiTESAI). Gas exploitation beyond the 12 NM can be 
continued in already productive areas, while new concessions 
can be granted only in the eligible areas identified by the  
PiTESAI. 



➢ MSP is an iterative process. Start from strategic planning, 
continuous monitoring of implementation and performance

➢ MSP to promote coherence and cross-compliance of marine 
policies, from formulation to implementation

➢ Mechanisms for continuous and structured consultation (e.g. 
National and Mediterranean Communities of Practice)

➢ Transboundary dimension of MSP (e.g. protected areas, 
fisheries, maritime transport)

➢ Data and tools for MSP (e.g. EU TEG on “Data for MSP”, 
EMODnet, National Geoportals, Regional Geoportals)

➢ Knowledge-based MSP: MSP serves as a playground for 
learning how to conduct transdisciplinary research

Frazao Santos et al. 2020, Nat Sustain
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MSP4BIODIVERSITY Project: Scenario Building and Scenario Analysis as a 
tool to explore and implement biodiversity mainstreaming in MSP.

Integrating conservation, blue economy sectors, climate change, policies. 

Three Pilot Areas: Northern Adriatic, Northern Tyrrhenian, Strait of Sicily.

(Adapted from Voros, 2003) 
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Thank you for your attention

https://geoplatform.tools4msp.eu/
https://www.mit.gov.it/documentazione/pianificazione-dello-spazio-

marittimo
https://www.nbfc.it/en

Want to know more? 
Visit us at the MSP Corner (Booth 70 – CORILA)

European Maritime Day - Svendborg (Denmark) – 30-31 May 2024
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